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************)V******** 


WELCOME TO THIS NEW MEMBER 

Miss Agnes Tassie, 136 Melville St., Dundas,0nt.L9H 2A5 


********************* 


. PIPE N E EDED FOR BLUEBIRD T RAILS 

If you have discarded 8-10 ft. lengths of 1 3/4" pipe that 
you would like to see put to good use, please write - 
Mr. Bill Read 

Boyne River Natural Science School 
R. R. #4, Shelburne, Ontario 

telephone 1-519-925-3913 

The pipe will be used in the erection of bluebird nesting 
boxes. 
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M ffllTES OF C l FrN RML- MEE TI WG OF HAM ILTON NATUR A LISTS 1 miR held at Koval 
Botanical Gar dens Centre, Burlington, Ontario on Monday, April 9, 1984-8 p.m , 

Biuce Duncan presided over this meeting attended by approximately 80 members 
and guests. Jo Harschnitz and Marion Wallace were tonight's greeters and 
slides by Mary Pomfret and Bill Gilmore were shown in the foyer. 

Bruce Duncan announced that the meeting next month on May 14, 1984 would 
start at 8;30 p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m, due to the Royal Botanical Gardens' 

7 Days in May" celebration. The Jim Skye Dancers will perform their native 
dances at 7:00 p.m,(for which there will be a $1.00 admission charge) and 
our meeting will commence at 8:30 in Auditorium "B" instead of Auditorium "A". 

Mai ion Shivas advised the meeting that the Board of Directors had voted to 
make two donations from the Sanctuary Fund. The first was to the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority in the amount of $10,000. to help them purchase 
the Watkins' property in the Dundas Valley, The second was a donation of 
•po,000. to the Ontario Heritage Foundation to aid in the purchase of the 
Feversham Gorge in Beaver Valley. 

Bruce Duncan advised that the Board of Directors had also approved a $50. 
donation to the Thickson Woods Heritage Foundation to aid in their purchase 
of the Thickson Woods. 

Shirley Element asked for volunteers to provide cookies or squares for the 

May members meeting on May 14, 1984. Please contact Shirley if you can assist 
her. 

Bruce Duncan also requested that members sponsor Kevin McLaughlin in the up¬ 
coming Jim Baillie Birdathon, Bruce explained that since Kevin is the Club's 
representative in this years Birdathon, one-quarter of all funds he collects 
will be returned to the Club. 

Nancy Lyne introduced tonight's speaker Bill Crins. Bill's presentation dealt 
with Halton County's many unique botanical areas and the diversity of flora 
to be found. He showed the numerous varieties of wildflowers, trees and 
grasses to be seen at the different seasons. Norm Ralston thanked Bill for 
another interesting lecture. 

Bruce Duncan reminded everyone of the upcoming hikes and everyone stayed 
after the meeting for refreshments. 

Bonnie Gallagher, Secretary. 

* * ** * * ** * * * it i< ■/< * * * ** * * 


THANK YOU 

I have run out of "SPACE" but 
not out of "APPRECIATION". 
Sincere "'THANKS" to each and 
every person who has contri¬ 
buted to the contents or the 
production of the WOOD DUCK 
these past months. Your 
support has been tremendous. 

Hazel Broker 


MONTHLY MEETING 
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MONTHLY MEETING 


MONTHLY MEETING 


Time Monday, May 14, 1934 at 8;30 p.m. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 
Program Come to Members Night to celebrate the 65th Anniversary 

of the founding of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society, 
now the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. This special evening 
of presentations by several of our own members will be 
open to the public as we share in the Royal Botanical 
Gardens' week of celebration to Salute Ontario’s Bicen¬ 
tennial. 

(Monday, May 14th will be Native People's Day at the 
R.B.G. with displays and craft sale 1-4 p.m. 

12 noon - "Beads,Rattles and Woodsmoke" - A lecture 
by Jim Sky and Jack Lord. 

2:30,4:30 & 7:00 p.m. - Native Dances by Jim Sky Dancers 

(Admission $1.00) 

So, come early and join in the fun. Bring a friend and 
stay for refreshments. Sincere thanks to all who have 
volunteered to bring cookies or squares to mark this 
special occasion. 

***** *************** 

A SPECIAL EVENT - J UNE 11, 1984 

OUR 65th CELEBRATION: A FAMILY POT LUCK EVENING 

Let's celebrate the success of our club with a special evening at the Resource 
Management Centre. The agenda is as follows; 

5:00 building opens 

6;00-hikes - you may concentrate on - 

Birds - led by Barry Cherriere or 
Botancy - led by George Meyers 

8:00 dinner 
9:00 movies 

In addition to your favourite dish to share(with serving utensil), you are 
asked to bring your own plate, utensils and cup. We will supply the coffee. 

If it rains, come anyway since an extra movie will substitute for the hikes. 
Bring your family, bring a friend, and let's celebrate. 

The Resource Management Centre of the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority is situated on Lions Club Road 
below the Escarpment in Ancaster. If you need directions 
or futher information call the co-ordinaters of this 
event. 

Shirley Klement 336-5433 

Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

********************* 

FOR SALE - A Leitz Prado - 250 Projector with 6 inch lens and metal 
carrying case. This projector, used for many years by the H.N.C., is 
in excellent condition. Contact Bruce Duncan, Caledonia 765-3322. 

*** * ***** * * * * * * * * * ** * 

Celebrate Ontario's Bicentennial with 
7 DAYS IN MAY 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Friday May 11 - Thursday May 17, 1984 

There are special events every day. Pick up a program or watch for details 

in the Spectator. 
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SUMMER WEEKEND HIKE S 

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1984 - 8;30 A.M. EAST SIDE OF DRONTE CREEK 

Explore the Bronte Creek area with Norman, this spring. Meet at the 
Dundurn Castle parking lot, with your lunch. 

Leader: Norm Ralston 383-1397 

SUNDAY, MAY 6, 1984 - 8;Q0 or 8;30 A.M .- PLANTS & BEGINNER BIRDS AT SHORT HILLS 
Search our Short Hills Sanctuary explicitly for birds. John will remind 
us all of what to look for in identifying birds. Binoculars and bird 
field guides will be provided. While the birds are not co-operating, 
Jeff will point out a few wildflowers of interest. Meet by the Miracle 
Mart in University Plaza, Dundas at 8:00 A.M.(not 8:30) or meet under 
the "E" at Eastgate Square,at 8:30 A.M. Bring a lunch!-.' . 

Leaders: John Heaslip 627-3280 

Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 1984 - 8;15 A.M. (not Sunday ) POINT ABINO 

This is a rare opportunity to visit this isolated, little-disturbed 
private property. It is rich in spring wildflowers so that photo¬ 
graphers should bring their cameras. Highlights should include a 
cream-coloured mutant of the red trillium and the j>lue phlox which 
is rare in the Hamilton area. The Niagara Falls Nature Club is 
hosting. Meet under the "E" at Eastgate Square, and we will LEAVE 
at 8;15 A.M. 

Enquiries: Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 1984 - 8:30 A.M . SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Explore yofir own nature sanctuary under Bruce's guidance. Perhaps 

we will add yet another species to our biotic contents book. Meet 
at Mountain Plaza, Fennel and Upper James Hamilton with a lunch. 

Leader; Bruce Duncan 765-3322 

SU NDAY, JUNE 3, 1984 - 6;00 A.M . "SQUARE BASH" 

The purpose of this "Square Bash" is to cover another area for the 

Breeding-Bird Atlas. This does not imply that you need to be an 
export birder in order to help. This is a good time of day to see 
birds. Meet at the Dundurn Castle parking lot with your lunch. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1984 7;30 A.M. or 8;30 A.M. BREEDING B I RD AT PUSLINCII 
Explore the Puslinch Wetlands and Upper Woods for breeding birds. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Parking lot opposite C.N.I.B. on Main St.W., 
Hamilton or meet at the Puslinch parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Travel 

N. on hwy.6, 3.8 km. past hwy. 97. Travel W'on Mountsberg Rd„ 

(Regional Rd.18) 4.4 km. Go 0.8 km. N and the parking lot is on 

the E. side. Bring a lunch. 

Leader; Sarah Wood 648-4845 


SUNDAY. JUNE 10, 1984 - 8;00 A.M . OAK RIDGE MOR RAINE & HAP PY VALLEY 

See it in person! Recall that at the December '83 monthly meeting 
Steve Varga delivered an excellent slide presentation about York 
County, Many asked for an outing to be scheduled there, and here 
it is. We hope to find some of the orchids which Steve showed us. 
Meet at the Dundurn Castle parking lot at 8:00 or take the 400 and 
exit for King City and wait at the first safe place to stop after 
exitting from the 400, at 9:30. Bring a lunch. Rubber boots and 
'bug juice' may be assets. 

Leaders: Norm and Mary Pomfret 385-2005 

S ATURDAY , JUNE 16, 1984 - 9:00 A.M. GRASS ES, SEDGES, AND RUSHES 

Bill is repeating this field workshop on grasses, sedges, and rushes 
at the buffalo compound in the Milton area. Bring a lunch and meet 
at the R.B.G. headquarters parking lot. 

Leader: Bill Crins 276-7093 
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SU MMER WEEKEND HIKES (continued) 

SATURDAY, JULY 14, 1984 - 8;30 A .M. GAVE SPRINGS 

Explore this new acquisition (to which the H.N.C.contributed) on the 
Bruce Trail, near Beamsville. The property has an interesting history 
of which Jeff hopes to point out some of the remnants. Meet at East- 
gate Square, under the "E" with a lunch. 

Leader: Jeff Blesius 385-6178 

SUNDAY, JULY 15, 1984 - 8:00 A.M . B IG CREEK BY CANOE 

This will be a casual look at the lower portion of Big Creek, almost 
to its mouth. We will stop to look at anything that interests us, 
but will not take our ’identify-everything-we-see 1 approach. Meet 
at Fennel and Upper James (Mountain Plaza) with your canoe and lunch. 
Call Jeff in advance if you lack either a bowman or a canoe. Naturally 
life jackets are mandatory. 

Leader; Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

SUNDAY, JULY 29, 1984 - 11:00 A.M . TAQUANYAH CONSERVATION AREA 

Through his work, Dave has learned much about this area. Take this 
opportunity to share his knowledge. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, 

Fennel and Upper James. Bring a picnic lunch to be eaten before the 
hike at Taquanyah. 

Leader: Dave Bradley 522-2936 

SATU RDAY 1 ,! AUGUST 18, 1984 - 9;30 A.M . HILTON FALLS 

An old destination revisted. Study the flora of the area with Jim. 

Meet where the Bruce Trail enters the property on the E side; from 
hwy. 401 and Guelph Line, proceed E. on Halton regional road 9 for 
4.5 km. and then 3 km. N on 6th Line. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Jim Pringle 527-1158 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1984 - 8:30 A.M . SPOOKY HOLLOW 

We know that the ground nut blooms in our sanctuary. This year 
Marion will especially try not to let its bloom elude us. Meet at 
Mountain Plaza, Fennel and Upper James with your lunch. 

Leader: Marion Shivas 628-6846 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1984 - 9;A.M . WARBLERS 

The 1983 winner of the Ross Thompson Memorial Trophy is willing to 
share some of his secrets with us. Join Adam at the Interpretive 
Centre of the Arboretum. Plan is finish by lunch time. 

Leader: Adam Harrington 632-3262 


********************* 


VISIT OUR SANCTUARY SPOOKY HOLLOW 

HOW TO GET THERE; Take Hwy. 6 through Port Dover. Turn 
South on Hwy. 24 and proceed 4.5 miles. Turn Left at 
Normandale Furnace" sign and proceed (swinging RIGHT, 
then LEFT) past Delebeeck Tobacco Farm, down hill to 
front of Sanctuary - on your RIGHT just over bridge. 

Plan a visit this spring1 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 


A ll hikes start at 6;30 P.M, except for the Sept.hikes which start at 6;00 p.m . 


DATE 

PHONE 

LEADER(S) 

TOPIC OR AREA 

MEETING PLACE 

May 

2 

945-4217 

George Meyers 

Beamer Canyon 

see April Wood Duck- 
studying flowers;not hawks 

May 

9 

528-7169 

Dean Gugler 

Dundas Valley 

University Plaza,next to 
the traffic lights 

May 

16 

385-2005 

Norm & Mary 
Pomfret 

flowers & birds 

Parking lot at W.end of 
Upper Middle Rd.%lcm.W 
of Hwy.25(Bronte Rd.)-- 
Bronte Creek 

May 

23 

522-0409 

John 01mstead 

birds 

Children's Garden-south 
shore Cootes Paradise 

May 

30 

689-4977 

Bob Newell 

Newell Farm 

Waterdown Plaza;from Hwy. 

6 head 2.8 km.E.onHwy. 

5,head 1 block N.on 
Hamilton Street 

June 

6 

522-2936 

Dave Bradley 

Webster's Falls 

3/4 km.N.of top of Dundas 
escarpment(where Hwy.8 
turns W)turn E to parking 
lot 

June 

13 

627-5176 

Michael Clark 

birds 

Crossing of Spencer 

Creek& Cootes Dr. We've 
seen Dundas Marsh in 
winter-now let's see 
summer. 

June 

20 

632-7694 

Ron Hepworth 

Medad Valley 

car-pool at the "G0"lot 
on Guelph Line-Medad 

Valley is in the Water- 
down area 

June 

27 

336-5433 

Shirley Element 

Kerns Road 

6.1 km.E.of Hwy.6 on 
hwy.5-3/4 km.S. on Kerns 
to jet.of Bruce Trail¬ 
parking %km.S.at quarry. 

We will hike W along 

Bruce Trail towards 
Waterdown. 

July 4 

945-3338 

Peter Thoem 

Swamp birds 

\ 

TH&B bridge on Ridge Rd. 
between McNeilly Rd. & 
Vinemount Rd.will study 
Hydro right-of-way 

July 

11 

547-0168 

526-7370 

Paul Foster & 
Joan Dobson 

City .Life. 

St.Charles Garnier Church 
129 Hughson St.near 
Augusta-flora & fauna of 
residential Hamilton. 

July 

18 

522-2936 

Dave Bradley 

mystery tour 

RBG headquarters parking 
lot-with Dave as a leader 
we can be assured of an 
interesting outing 

July 25 

634-1929 

Harry Jolly 

Van Wagner' s 
Beach 

Hutch's; just E.of Con¬ 
federation Park entrance 
on Beach strip-S.side of 
road 

Aug. 

1 

527-7962 

Barb McKean 

Berry Cons. 

area 

RBG Headquarters parking 
lot-a new RBG property 

Aug. 

8 

643-4526 

Bruce Mackenzie 

Dundas Valley 

Workshop parking lot 

838 Mineral Springs Rd, 



WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 


All hikes start at 6;30 p.m., except for the Sept, hikes which start at 6p.m, 


DATE 

PHONE 

LEADER(S) 

TOPIC OR AREA 

MEETING PLACE 

Aug.15 

526-7305 

Jill Harris 

South Shore 

Children's Garden- 
Cootes Paradise 

Aug.22 

648-0616 

Tim Story 

Photography 

Southcote Rd.at hwy.53- 
This different approach 
to nature should be an 
eye-opener to 'non- 
photographers'as well 

Aug.29 

387-1104 

Phyllis & 
Vivian Morrow 

Radial line 

hydro lines where 

Upper Horning Rd.meets 
escarpment-more parking 
further E & on side 
streets. 

Sept. 5 

335-3725 

Marg Doekes 

Bronte Creek 

Parking at W end of 
Upper Middle Rd.,%km. 

W of hwy.25(Bronte Rd.) 

Sept.12 

648-1302 

Bill Campbell 

Rock Chapel 

Rock Chapel-1.8km. W 
of hwy.6 on hwy.5-1.6 
km. S on Rock Chapel 

Rd.to Rock Chapel 
parking lot. 

Sept.19 

527-0333 

Hazel Broker 

#403 escarpment 

Mohawk Rd.,just W of 
Hwy.403-Bruce Trail to 
escarpment 

Sept.26 

522-2936 

Dave Bradley 

aster/goldenrod 

RBG headquarters 
parking lot-mystery 
destination 


********************* 


VISIT OUR SANCTUARY SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 

HOW TO GET THERE : Take Q.E.W. or Hwy. 8 or Mud Street and Fly 
Road to Victoria St., Vineland. Turn RIGHT (south) and proceed 
on Victoria Street to Metier Road. Turn LEFT on Metier Road, 
proceed through North Pelham, turn LEFT on Centre Street. Our 
Sanctuary is on your RIGHT, the north-east corner of Metier and 
Centre Streets. 

Take your friends and family! 

********************** 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT - The Environmentalist of the year 
Awards Dinner was a great success with over 200 in attendance. 

I wish to thank all members who supported me in this effort 
as we honoured Edgar E. Smee, this year's award winner. 

Paul Foster's display promoting the Hamilton Naturalists' 

Club was well received. Bonnie Gallagher and Dave Bradley 
assisted Paul with the erection of the display and the 
answering of questions. 

Nancy Lyne, H.N.C. Representative on 
the Environmentalist of the Year Awards 

Dinner Committee. 
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SOME NOTES ON SHUMARD'S OAK IN THE HAMILTON-NIAGARA REGION 


by George A. Meyers 

On July 25, 1976, Bob Curry invited me to join him and meet Harold 
Axtell and others from the Niagara Frontier Region to view a Spotted Redshank, 
Tringa erythropus at the St. David Canning Factory sludge lagoon. Vie did 
indeed see the bird, but as we were leaving I was distracted by some bizarre 
Red Oaks, Quercus £5£. growing along the perimeter of the property. Bob said, 
"Surely you can identify them!" and I replied, "If this were South Carolina 
there would be no problem, but this is Canada". I said, "They look like 
Shumard's Oak, Q. shumardii but the closest I've seen them to here is Breeze- 
wood, PA.". Breezewood is in couthwestern Pennsylvania in Bedford County at 
the intersection of Interstate 70 with Interstate 76 (Pennsylvania Turnpike). 
There is a north south ridge upon which grows a disjunct population of 
Shumard's Oak from Breezewood south to the Maryland border. Interstate 70 
diagonally traverses this ridge and these oaks are conspicuous from one's 
car. I learned in early 1984 that this disjunct population is clearly shown 
on Elbert J. Little's superb range maps of North American trees. The bulk of 
its range is South Carolina west to east Texas and north in the Mississippi 
Valley to western Ohio and extreme southeastern Michigan, on neutral to 
basic Paleazoic and more recent sedimentaries. So, Ilconcluded that these 
oaks at the village of St. David in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake in the 
Regional Municipality of Niagara must be hybrids involving Red, (^. rubra , 

Pin, Q. palustris and Black, Q. velutina .Oaks even though the latter was not 
present in the immediate area. 

In late October 1976, after more than a decade of passing it almost 
daily, my curiosity was finally sufficiently aroused by its bright red colour 
to inspect an oak growing on the west bank of Stoney Creek Pond, south of the 
Queen Elizabeth Freeway, behind the Nielson Plant in the north-east corner 
of the City of Hamilton, Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. To 
my dismay, this tree was not a Scarlet Oak, Q, coccinea a tree we have 
hunted for years to add to the Canadian list. This tree had naked buds and 
large fruit with a shallow cup. ( Wild Scarlet Oaks can be seen as close as 
10 km. east of Lewiston, N.Y., south of Buffalo and near Painted Post and 
Corning, N.Y. in the Chemung Valley. They are planted on the streets of 
Batavia, N.Y.. No authentically wild specimans have yet been collected in 
the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario. There is a Scarlet Oak growing at the 
corner of Haist Street and Pancake Lane, Village df Fonthill, Town of Pelham, 
but the botanical establisment assumes it was planted.) This Stoney Creek 
tree was killed by land filling ca. 1980 and no speciman was collected. Red 
and Black Oaks are equally common in this area ( Confederation Park ) and in 
1976, with the information available , I reluctantly said that this tree 
was a cross between them. 

Since 1956, when my family moved to northeast Grimsby, I have been 
aware of a Red Oak growing south-west of Grand Avenue School, visible from 
the Q.E.W, on the north side, which is quite different from other Red Oaks 
in the same woodlot. This tree's leaves are very large, have much deeper 
sinuses and the branches grow in horizontal tiers. This latter trait would 
indicate a possible cross with pal u stris but the leaves are much too large. 
The closest Red X Pin hybrids of which I am aware grow 8 km. to the south on 
the north side of Mud Street just west of Park Road in Grimsby and 5 km. to 
the east on the south side of the Q.E.W., west side of Cherry Street in the 
Town of Lincoln. 

.continued next page........) 
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Some Notes on Shumard’s Oak in the Hamilton-Niagara Region - (continued) - 

In the late 1960s, Roy Forster, then Director of the Ontario 
Horticultural Research Institute at Vineland ( Town of Lincoln ) mentioned to 
me that there was a grove of very odd Red Oaks on the north side of the Q.E.W. 
just west of Victoria Ave, under which they were establishing a Rhododendron 
collection. He stated that he could not positively assign the name Red or 
Black to most of these trees. I assessed them and reached the same conclusion. 

In the canyon of Twenty Mile Creek, approximately 1.5 km. east of 
Lower Balls Falls and 1 km. east of the magnificent Red Mulberry, Morus rubra 
grove is a stand of Red Oaks under which passes the Bruce Trail. This stand 
intrigued me when I first found it in May 1975 because the leaves had deep 
sinuses and the cracks in the bark were red. Once again I thought I had 
found the elusive Scarlet Oak but when I returned in October to check fruit, 
alas they were large with shallow fruit, like (£< rubra . 

In Niagara-on-the-Lake, near the beer store, from the Lakeshore Road 
north to the lake is an area of crowded modest homes and summer cottages in 
an oak grove. Birders often look there for Tufted Titmice. Some of the oaks 
do not have the characteristic horizontal or downward tiering and numerous 
twigging of the Pin Oak which is one of the dominant trees of the area, but 
instead have ascending, almost fastigate branching. We were most disappointed 
in October 1975 when we checked fruit and found large Red Oak-like fruit. Again 
we had not found Scarlet Oak. We re-examined these trees on February 07,1984 
and we now know what they are! 

Also in the Town of Niagara is a well known stand of Pawpaw, Asimina 
triloba growing on the north side of Line 9 in a very rich woodlot known as 
Zuk's Zone. ( ca, 1 km. east of above mentioned St, David's canning factory 
which is on the south side of Line 9 ). When one first enters Zuk's Zone one 
notices a large Red Oak tree whose leaves have deep sinuses. For 25 years I 
have called this tree a Red X Pin cross because it has leaves of one (Pin) 
although larger, and the fruit of the other (Red). 

On a Wednesday evening in late September 1983, stimulated by Gerry 
Waldron's account of Shumard's Oak in Essex County in the " Plant Press ", 

Volume 1, #3, Peter Thoem and I checked the trees in Grimsby Beach and 
Vineland Experimental Station, consciously looking for Shumards. I was not 
sufficiently satisfied to pronounce them Shumards, 

(I should state here that I was aware of Shumard's Oak in Canada. A1 
Butwick in the spring of 1983 gave me a two-year old seedling from the first 
officially documented tree in Amherstburg, Essex County. Some of my books 
have Shumards with a question mark scribbled in the margins from field trips 
to Essex County in the early 70's. I am very familiar with Shumard's Oak 
having found my first one in 1964 in Breezewood, PA., two decades before I 
knew Little's range maps existed. The U.S. National Park Service has planted 
hundreds of them in Williamsburg, VA. and along the Colonial Parkway between 
Jamestown and Yorktown, VA..) 

On Sunday, October 02, 1983, Peter and I went to Zuk's Zone to collect 
pawpaws, and annual Thanksgiving ritual that I have performed for a quarter 
century. One can imagine my euphoria and elation while collecting these fruits 
suddenly to be aware that we were standing under a bona fide Shumard's Oak. 

Peter and I quickly surveyed the remainder of the woodlot and found many more 
scattered among the Tulip trees. Sassafras, Chestnut, Swamp and Pin Oak, 

...( continued next page. ,..,„) 





Som e N otes on Shimagr d *g Oak In t he HaraiIton-Niagar a Region • (continued) 

Bitternut, Shagbark and Shellbark Hickory, three Grape species, three Elm 
species, Honey Locust, etc.: the list is almost endless. This woodlot has 
national significance, in my humble opinion, and I suggested to the late 
Bert McLaren, almost a. decade ago that the Hamilton club should purchase it, 

Peter suggested that we drive west along Line 9 to see if we could 
find more Shumard's, I must confess that I am a creature of habit and had 
never driven west of Zuk's Zona along this road. We found a forest of 
approximately 100 acres which, with a hint of over-statement X call a Shell- 
bark Hickory-Shumard*s Oak forest* Monday, October 03, 1933 I returned and 
with the owner’s permission explored the woodlot. I collected herbarium 
specimens from seven (?) individuals and a large quantity of fruit and 
specimens from three (3)* The latter was donated and personally delivered 
to Dr. John Ambrose at the University of Guelph Arboretum for their Gene 
Bank Program, Sadly I must state that the owner is systematically cutting 
this woodlot for firewood! 

Harold Axtell is adamant (personal comment) that Scarlet. Oak grows 
in Niagara-on-the-Loke, In Oct*/Nc»v, 1974 I was directed to a brilliantly 
red tree on the west bank of Four Mile Creek, X decided that it was a 
Black Oak even though they don't turn red in the fall, but I collected 
fruit just in case. I now have two offspring in my garden and although the 
leaves are typical, the buds are not,, 3! think they are Black X Shutnard's, 

Finally, Little’s range maps show a disjunct linear population of 
Scarlet Oak growing along the south shore of Lake Ontario from Rochester, 
N*Y« west to the Niagara River. X respectfully suggest that this is 
Shumard’s Oak and that the range extends west to Hamilton, Ontario, along 
the Lake Ontario Plain. 
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g r o c- a f> o 



A GUIDE, WITH RANGE MAPS 


144 

TO THE NATIVE RED OAKS OF WESTERN LAKE ONTARIO 
by George A, Meyers 

Oaks are divided into two gubgenera, Red and White. White Oaks have rounded 
lobes and mature fruit in one season. Red Oaks have pointed lobes and mature fruit 
over two seasons. The fruit of the former have white flesh and are edible, the 
fruit of the latter have yellow fl@9h and are inedible. White Oaks have pale bark wh 
which tends to scales. Red Oaks have dork bark which tends to ridges. It is wise 
for beginners to start in October with mature fruit and leaves. Choose leaves for 
study from fruiting branches. Be aware that oaks are notorious hybridizers \ you 
won't be able to call them all until you have studied them for years. Oaks have 
clustered end buds. Choose the terminal buds on vigorous fruiting twigs from 
September to April for study. 
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A Guide, With Range Maps, to the Native Red Oaks of Western Lake Ontario -(continued 
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P. S. In addition to the six native Red Oaks, interested persons rosy view the 
following eastern American Red Oaks at the author's residence; Q. falcata, 

Q, ili.cifol.ia, Q. imbricaria, Q, incana, Q» lauifolia, Q. raaritandica, 

0„ nigra, Q, phellos, and a most unusual., asyat unnamed hybrid, Q, coccinea X 
imbricaria, 

George A„ Meyere, 

7 Bedford Park Drive, 

Grimsby, Ont, L3M 2S). 

(416) 945-4217 
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RA NGE MAPS 

(Red not shown since it is ubiquitous) 






F.O.H. CONFERENCE '84 


The Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists are celebrating their 50th Anniversary by 
hosting the 1984 Conference of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists at the 
UNIVERSITY'OF WATERLOO FRIDAY. MAY 25TH to SUNDAY „ M AY 27TH 

Conference Theme; " PIECES OF GREEN 11 - MAN A ND NATUR E IN JiAR M ONY ” 

Keynote Speaker* CHANDLER ROBBINS , co-author of the Golden Guide, "Birds of North 

America" 

For more details write; Robert Hounsell, 105 Moccasin'Drive, Waterloo, Ont, N21 4G 

(519) 886-3174 
See you therel 
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RE INVENTORY - One of the few tasks of the Club's Vice-Rresident is to present 
an inventory in the May edition of the "Wood Duck", The following is that list 
but does not include deeds, securities(see Treasurer's Reports for these)awards, 
club publications, keys and "consumables" such as letterhead paper, tea bags, 
light bulbs,etc. Undoubtedly the inventory is incomplete. If you have a club 
property or know of the whereabouts of any, please contact me at 765-3322 and 
I will publish an addendum in September. 

HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB INVENTORY, MARCH 31, 1984 
4-drawer Filing Cabinet 1, Director's Portfolio Binders 16,Accopress binders 
(brown) 4, 3-hole punch 1, storage cupboards at RBG 2,Kodak Carousel Projector 
(850H) 2, Lenses for same 2, Leitz Prado Projector(Manual) & case 1, Pointer 
Flashlight 1, Remote slide changers 2, Extension cord for same 1,Carousel • 
trays 2, Rear-view screen 1, Podium lamp 1, Extension cords 3, 

Selectric IBM Typewriter(electric) 1, IBM Typewriter (electric) 1, Underwoo 
Manual Typewriter 1, A.B.Dick Mimeograph Machine 1, Extra drum for same 1, 

Metal stand for same 1, Gestetner collator(model 8SM) 1, douple stapling unit 1, 
Stapler 1, "Wood Duck" masthead,stationery cuts 2,"Grimsby Hawkwatcher"mast¬ 
head cut 1, "Membership Due" rubber stamp and ink pad 1, Address file box 2, 
Metal slide file boxes & slides 3. 

3-pronged electric wall plugs 2, Display lamps & braces 4, 3~unit Expo-mount 
Display Panels 6, Pamphlet Racks 2, Display carrying cases 4, tablecloths for 
displays 2, 

Containers for sugar & milk and aluminum trays, tablecloths 2, Thermos 1, 

Water glass 1, Membership badges 400 approx,, Banners for same 4, visitors 
book 1, Trophy 1,* 

Bruce W. Duncan, Vice President 
********************* 

OAKVILLE WILD BIRD INFIRMARY . OPEN HOUSE . FUND RAISING EVENT . 

Saturday and Sunday - June 23rd and 24th - 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

The public is being invited to view feeding of fledglings and resident birds 
in Pat Smith's care. 

SONGBIRDS, HAWKS , OWLS, DUCKS , GULLS 

176 Brookfield Cres., Oakville 

Directions: From Q.E.W. take Trafalgar Road South 
Travel south to Lakeshore Road 

Go east 1.2 kms. to Brookfield Cres. (south to the Lake) 

There will be displays etc. Viewing Lake Ontario through telescopes. 

********************* 


1984 HAMILTON REGION CONSERVATION AUTHOR ITY PHOTOGR AP HY CONTEST 

Theme = "Conservation Images" 

Entries may be submitted Sept. 17 - Nov. 30,1984 
Categories (a) Activities (people) 

(b) Nature up close(insects,flowers,etc.) 

(c) Landscapes 

All slides must be taken in one of the H.R.C.A.'s 20 conservation 
areas including Confederation Park during 1984. Only 35mm slides accepted, 
a maximum of 2 per category. The contest is restricted to amateur photo¬ 
graphers. For further information and entry forms contact; Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, P.0. Box 7099, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 3L# 

(525-2181 or 648-4427) 






List^of Rare Vascular Plants present in SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY and SHORT HILLS 
WILDERNESS^AREA - Nature Reserves owned by our Club. These plants are 
listed in "The Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario - Syllogeus No. ih - National 
-M useums o f C anada - by George W. Argus and Da v id J. White'' _ 

SPOOKY HOLLOW SAN CT UARY - 

Bromu s purgans - (Canada Brome Grass) 

Sphenopholls nitida (Shining Wedge Grass) 

M uhlenbergia s y lvatica (Woodland Muhly Grass) 

Panicum oli gosan thes (Few-flowered Panic-grass) 

Carex laevivaginata (Smooth-sheathed Sedge 
Disporum lanuginosum (Yellow Mandarin) 

P olygonatum bifloru m (Two-flowered Solomon's-seal) 

Dioscorea villosa (Wild Yam Root) 

Corallorhiza o dontorhiza (Autumn Coralroot Orchid) 

Castanea d en tata (Sweet Chestnut) 

Ane monella thalictroide s (Rue Anemone) 

Cardaini ne douglasii (Bitter Cress) 

Amelanchier s angu inea (Blood-red Juneberry) 

Agrimonia pubescens (Jaoru Agrimony) 

T ephrosia virginiana (Goat *s-rue) 

Desmodium cuspi datum (Large-bracted Tick-trefoil) 

Lespedeza intermedi a (intermediate Bush-clover) 

Linum medium (Yellow Flax) 

Euphorbia corollata (Flowering Spurge) 

Vitis aestivalis var, argentifoli a (Silverleaf Grape) 

Viola pedata var. linearilob a (Birdsfoot Violet) 

Viola trilo ba (Three-lobed Violet) 

Cornus florida (Flowering Dogwood) 

Chima phila maculata (Spotted Wintergreen) 

Vaccinium vacillan s (Low Early Blueberry) 

Asc lepias exaltata "(Tall or Poke Milkweed) 

Asclepias v iridiflora var. lanceolata (Green Milkweed) 

Ph lox subulata (Moss Pink) 

H ydrophyllum cana dense (Palmate Waterleaf) 

Collinsonia canadensis (Horse-balm) 

Aureolaria f l ava (Downy False Foxglove) 

Aureolaria pedicularia (Annual Gerardia) 

Galium pilosu m (Soft Bedstraw) 

Solidag o patula (Rough-leaved Goldenrod) 

Hieracium g ronovii (Gronovius' Hawkweed) TOTAL - 33 

SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS ARE A _ 

Dryopteris hexagonoptera (Broad Beech Fern) 

Asplenium pl a tyneuron (Ebony Spleenwort) 

Muhlenbergia schreberi (Dropseed or Nimble Will) 

Carex woodii (Wood's Sedge) (rigid) 

Uvularia perfoliata (Perfoliate bellwort) 

Po lygonatum biflorum (Great or two-flowered Solomon's-seal) 

Juglans nigra (Black Walnut) 

Castanea denta ta (Sweet Chestnut) 

Quercus bicolor (Swamp White Oak) 

Magnolia acuminat a (Cucumber Tree) 

Liriodendron tu lipifera (Tulip Tree) 

Agrimonia pubescens TSoft Agrimony) 

.(concluded on page 153) 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded 
* indicates first record for 
F - indicates first record for 

to March 31, 1984 
the year, 
the migration. 

-112 


February 1934 

Killdeer 

Feb.23* 

1 

Grimsby 

Geo. Mayers 

March 1984 

Red-throated Loon 

Mar .31 * 

1 

Lake at Appleby Line 

Denys Gardiner 

Pied-bilied Grebe 

Mar. 15-25 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Gardi ner, Wm .Smi th 

Horned Grebe 

Mar.lTF 

2 

Lake at Fifty Rd. 

Kevin McLaughlin, 

Ron Fleming 


Mar .30 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Red-necked Grebe 

Mar .3 

1 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Great Blue Heron 

Mar .24F 

A. 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 


Mar .29 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Tundra Swan 

Mar .6 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 


Mar. 17 

28 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Michael Clark 


Mar .24 

35 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin 

Wood Duck 

Mar .24F 

2 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

McLaughlin 

Green-winged (Euros.)Tea! 

Mar .25 ma 

ile 1 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

1 

Mar .31 a, m 

. 1 ml 

.Dundas Hydro Pond 

Me La iKjhlin, Fleming 


Mar .31 p .m 

. 1 ml 

.Eighth Rd.E.Saltfleet 

McLaughlin, Fleming 

Northern Pintail 

Mar .31 

160 

Eighth Rd.E.Saltfleet 

Me Laug hli n, F lem? ng 

Northern Shoveler 

Mar .24 

1 

W?ndermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Gadwall 

Mar. 13 

O 

C) 

Binbrook Cons .Area 

Dennis Lewington 


Mar .31 

40 

Shell Pond, Bronte 

Jennings 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar .21 

1 

Bronte, 

Jennings 

Tufted Duck 

Mar .25 male 1 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

White-winged Scoter 

Mar .30 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Common Merganser 

Mar. 18 

150 

East End of Bay 

David & Kirstin Stubbing 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Mar. 11F 

4 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner 

Turkey Vulture 

Mar .24 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 


Mar .25 

4 

Bearner Cons. Area 

Gardi ner, W,Smi th 


Mar .27 

1 

Puslinch 

Joan Pearce,R .Summers 


Mar .31 

15 

Beamer Cons .Area 

Gardiner 

Northern Harrier 

Mar .24 

1 

Beamer Cons .Area 

Gardiner 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

'Mar. 13 

1 

Holyrood Ave.Oakville Jennings, Paul Martin 


Mar .25F 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner, W.Smith 


Mar. 31 

3 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mar .4 

1 

Taquanyah Cons .Area 

Druse Duncan 


Mar .25 

9 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner, W. Smith 


Mar .31 

10 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardi ner 

Goshawk 

Mar .17 

1 

M II 

Clark 


Mar .24 

o 

o 

tl II 

Gardi ner 


Mar .25 

5 

II It 

Gardi ner, W .Smi th 


Mar .31 

1 

(1 II 

Gardi ner 
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Red-shouldered Hawk 

Mar .24 

10 

Beamer Cons, Area 

Gardi ner 


Mar .25 

60 

tl Cl 

G arc! i ner , W .S mi t h 


Mar .31 

60 

II fl 

Gardiner 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Mar. 17 

20 

(1 II 

Clark 


Mar .24 

150 

II Cl 

Gardiner 


Mar .25 

200 

II fl 

Gardiner, W.Smith 


Mar .31 

150 

Cl Cl 

Gardiner 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Mar .3 

1 

II II 

Gardiner 


Mar .17 

2 

Beamer Cons. Area 

C lark 


Mar . 18 

1 

York, Gnt. 

Lewington 


Mar .24 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 


Mar .25 

2 

II II 

Gardi ner, W .Smith 


Mar .31 

1 

II II 

Gardiner 

American Kestrel 

Mar. 17 

2 

II II 

Clark 


Mar .24 

4 

II II 

Gardiner 


Mar .25 

1 

II II 

Gardiner, W.Smith 


Mar .31 

2 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 

Gray Partridge 

Mar, 17 

1 

Mud St. at Sixth Rd.E. 

McLaughlin, Fleming 


Mar. 18 

1 

Mud St.at MountainRd, 

A| Smith 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Mar. 15 

1 

Grimsby 

Gardiner 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Mar.17* 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

McLaughlin 

Thayer's Gull 

Mar .3*0 st W)1 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull (2nd 

W) Mar .21-29 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Long-eared Owl 

Mar. 10 

2 

Meadon Rd.Burl. 

Gardiner, W.Smith 

Short-eared Owl 

Mar .3 

3 

Ridge & Hysert Rd.Grirn 

.McLaughlin 


Mar. 10 

2 

Grimsby, Up.Middle Rd 

.Gardiner, W.Smith 


Mar. 14 

2 

Grass ic 

Clark 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Mar. 10 

1 

Bronte Rd Up .Middle 

Gardiner, W.Smith 


Mar. 10-26 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 

Belted Kingfisher 

Mar .24F 

3 

Lake at Burlington 

Gardiner 

Winter Wren 

Mar. 11 

1 

Children's Garden,RBG 

Gardiner,Smith, 
Philip Walker 


Mar .29 

1 

Optimist's Park,Bronte 

Jennings 

Hermit Thrush 

Mar .21 

1 

Bronte 

Jenni ngs 

Mockingbird 

Mar .2-3 

1 

Cedar Ave.Burlington 

Summers 


Mar.l 1 

2 

Children's Garden,RBG 

Gardiner,Smith, 
Walker 

Brown Thrasher 

Mar. 1-10 

1 

Patterson Rd. 

Brian Holley, 

Barb McKean 

Cedar Waxwing 

Mar .28 

25 

Cedar Ave .Burlington 

Summers 

Northern Shrike 

Mar. 10 

1 

Patterson Rd. 

Holley, McKean 

American Tree Sparrow 

Mar. 17 

75 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark 

Song Sparrow 

Mar .24 

5 

East Burlington 

Gardiner 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Mar .24 F 

1 

Burloak Drive 

Gardiner 


Mar .31 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Purple Finch 

Mar .31 

6 

Woodland Cemetery 

Me La ug h 5? n , F lerni ng 

Mar. 19 

4 

Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Annd & Tom Reid 

House Finch 

Mar.l 1 

3 

Children's Gardens,RBG Gardiner, Smith, 

Walker 


Mar .14-26 

2 

Cedar Ave .Burlington 

Summers 
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Pine Siskin 

Mar.I -31 

10 

Cedar Ave.Burlington 

Summers 

Evening Grosbeak 

Mar. 14 

4 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark 

Corrections to Vo!. 37 No, 

j8 




Green-wing ed(Euras.)Teal 

Feb.11 

23 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Gardiner et ahCurry 

should read: 

Green-winged (Euras.)Teal 

Feb.11 

1 

D undos Hydro Pond 

Gardiner et al 


Feb .23 

1 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Curry 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Feb.23F 

3 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Meyers 

should read: 

Red-shouldered Hawk | 

Feb.23F 

3 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Meyers 


Phase send your records for April, May, June, and July by the 1st of August to Mark 
Jennings, "*906-5340 lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L-4Z2, or phone 632-2210, 


Th_ e Rare V ascular Plants of Ontario In H.N.C. Nature Reserves -(continued) 

SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (continued) 

Gymnocladus dioca (Kentucky Coffee Tree (believe planted) 
Desmodium cuspidatum (Large-bracted Tick-trefoil) 

Lespedeza Intermedia (Wand-like Bush Clover) 

Vitis aestivalis var. ar gentif olia (Silverleaf Grape) 

Sanicula marilandica (Black Snakeroot) 

Cornus Florida (Flowering Dogwood) 

Vaccinium vacillans (Low Early Blueberry) 

Collinsonia canadensis (Horse-balm or Stoneroot) 

Pedicularis lanceolata (Swamp Lousewort) 

Solidago patula (Rough-leaved Goldenrod) 

Aster divaricatus (White Wood Aster) TOTAL - 23 

* * * 

* * 

* 


You were enquiring? The following definitive information may be of interest 
and enlightenment - . 

A FEN - is composed of peat built from sedges and is neutral or slightly 
alkaline 


A BOG - is confined to the northern half of the northern hemisphere and 
is built of sphagnum peat and is highly acidic 

A SWAMP - contains no peat base - has moving water and rich, muddy soil 
with Cedars and Alders 

A MARSH - contains no peat like a swamp and growth is Cat-tails 

A MUSKEG - is a peat bog with Tussocks(mounds composed of grasses and sedges). 
A muskeg has an abundance of sphagnum. 

"RIGHT WHALES" - so-called because they have high content of oil in their 
bodies and when dead float on surface-making them the 
"right" whales to hunt. 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May and is mailed 
freei to members. Contributions for publi¬ 
cation are welcome and should be addressed 
to the Editor, Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 
Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L3. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the 
first of the month preceding publication 
date . Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit lines would be appre¬ 
ciated. Send Noteworthy Bird Records to 
Mark Jennings-, 906 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd.E. , 
Burlington, Ontario L7L 4Z2. 





